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Jelena Reconquers Rome 
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ROME, Italy - She was within striking distance 
at her first nine events of the year but never 
came away the winner; all of that changed on 
Sunday, as Jelena Jankovic won her first Sony 
Ericsson WTA Tour title of the year - and sixth 
of her career - at the Internazionali BNL d'Italia. 
     Jankovic, the No.4 seed,, faced qualifier and 
giant killer Alizé Cornet in the title match in front 
of a packed crowd at the Foro Italico. She was 
hoping to avoid becoming Cornet's third Top 
10 scalp of the week and played solidly under 
that pressure, using her powerful ground game 
and strong defensive skills to outdo the young-
ster in an hour and 23 minutes, 62 62. While 
the two were separated by six winners, Cornet 
hit almost twice as many errors as Jankovic 
(30-16), the stat which sealed her fate - literally, 
as she missed a backhand on match point. 
     “Just to be in the final was the most exciting 
experience of my life,” Cornet stated. “I knew 
Jelena could be the most difficult player to play 
because she moves very well and it's really 
hard to make winners. Now I'm disappointed 
but it was a great week for me, for sure.” 
     “She's a young player with great potential, 
and I just didn't know how she was going to 
play,” Jankovic said. “She wasn't the favorite; I 
was the favorite and had the pressure on me. I 
was defending and I'm glad I could cope with 
the pressure and win it for the second time.” 
     Jankovic had a fairly smooth path to the 
final, winning her early rounds in straight sets 
before toughing out a three set victory against 
Venus Williams in the quarterfinals. Another 
potential tough test was avoided as her semifi-
nal opponent, No.2 seed Maria Sharapova, 
withdrew from the event with a left calf strain. 
Sharapova is 4-1 lifetime against Jankovic. 
     Meanwhile Cornet was sending shockwaves 
on the top half of the draw, with upsets over 
No.3 seed Svetlana Kuznetsova and No.6 seed 
Anna Chakvetadze - her first Top 10 wins - en 
route to her first Tier I final. She beat the No.5-
ranked Kuznetsova in straight sets, but had to 
come back from a 63 30 hole to beat the No.8-
ranked Chakvetadze, finally winning, 36 64 63. 
     “I was really disappointed not to get into the 
main draw because I was the first one out,” 

This was Jankovic’s sixth Tour singles title and third at 
the Tier I level, after Charleston and Rome last year. 
© Getty Images 
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said Cornet, who was the top seed in the quali-
fying. “If I was told I'd reach the final of the 
main draw I wouldn't have believed it. But now, 
after I played match by match and day by day, 
and made it to the finals, it's a beautiful story. 
Now I'm heading to Paris with a big goal.” 
     “It's tough when you're in the final and you 
have the opportunity to win a big tournament 
and you don't,” Jankovic said. “So many emo-
tions go through your mind. I told her that she 
played great throughout the week - that she 
beat so many great players and has a great 
future in front of her. She has to keep going. 
Nobody likes to lose, but her time will come.” 
This was the sixth singles title for Jankovic on 
the Tour, after titles at Budapest in 2004 and 
Auckland, Charleston, Rome and Birmingham 
last season. Next she will go for Grand Slam 
glory at Roland Garros and with one of her 
nemeses having retired from the game this 
week, the path seems smoother. 
     Chan Yung-Jan and Chuang Chia-Jung 
won the doubles trophy earlier in the day, stop-
ping Czech-Slovak duo Iveta Benesova and 
Janette Husarova, 76(5) 63. It was Chan and 
Chuang's second Tour doubles title of the 
year, after their triumph at Pattaya City in Feb-
ruary, and their sixth overall as a team. Their 
first five all came at the Tier III or Tier IV level. 

Final French Open Prep Begins 
(See Page 6) 

Henin Announces Retirement 
(See Page 2) 

Defends Internazionali BNL d’Italia crown for 
first Tour singles title of year, sixth of career 
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NEWS 
BRIEFS 

Whirlpool 6th Sense Competition is Back             http://www.sonyericssonwtatour.com/1/newsroom/stories/?ContentID=2248 
Mauresmo, Pennetta Play Tennis, Gladiator Style  http://www.sonyericssonwtatour.com/1/newsroom/stories/?ContentID=2247 
Tour Wraps Up Landmark Superhero Campaign      http://www.sonyericssonwtatour.com/1/newsroom/stories/?ContentID=2253 
Jankovic, Chakvetadze in Whirlpool Photo Shoot   http://www.sonyericssonwtatour.com/1/newsroom/stories/?ContentID=2261 
Coetzer Hosts Junior Event in South Africa             http://www.sonyericssonwtatour.com/1/newsroom/stories/?ContentID=2251 
Henin Retires from Sony Ericsson WTA Tour      http://www.sonyericssonwtatour.com/1/newsroom/stories/?ContentID=2255 
Sharapova to Return to No.1 Singles Ranking          http://www.sonyericssonwtatour.com/1/newsroom/stories/?ContentID=2258 
Fan Farewell Messages to Henin        http://www.sonyericssonwtatour.com/1/newsroom/stories/?ContentID=2257 
Player Farewell Messages to Henin     http://www.sonyericssonwtatour.com/1/newsroom/stories/?ContentID=2260 
Chan, Chuang Win Rome Doubles Title     http://www.sonyericssonwtatour.com/1/newsroom/stories/?ContentID=2268 

Justine Henin: A Look Back 

Henin became the first current world No.1 to retire from the sport. Graf was the 
next-highest to announce her retirement, doing so when she was No.3 in 1999. 
© Getty Images 

Hers was a career built on motivation. Whether she drew it from 
personal reasons or the sheer desire to be the best she could be, 
there was arguably no one else more driven out there during her 
time. But in recent months that motivation began dwindling, and as 
quickly as she rose to the top Justine Henin said goodbye, an-
nouncing her retirement from the Sony Ericsson WTA Tour at a 
press conference in Limelette, Belgium on Wednesday, May 14. 
     While tennis was entering an age of bigger players and baseline 
mentality, Henin was crafting her own unique brand from a very 
young age. She picked up her first racquet when she was two and 
began taking lessons when she was six. Her self-confessed turning 
point came when she was 10, when she watched the 1992 Roland 
Garros final between Steffi Graf and Monica Seles with her mother, 
telling her she would one day win the tournament. Her mother's 
passing two years later drove her to make that dream come true, 
and shortly after pairing up with life-long coach Carlos Rodríguez, 
she was already playing her first events on the ITF Circuit, where 
her variety of spins off the ground, a willingness to come into the 
net and a never-say-die attitude began gathering steam. 
     After winning a handful of titles in the minor leagues, Henin 
turned pro at the start of 1999, and it didn't take long for her to 
begin her ascent. She won the first Tour event she ever played at 
Antwerp that year and a few months later gained international at-
tention at what would become her greatest stage, pushing Lindsay 
Davenport to 7-5 in the third in the second round of Roland Gar-
ros. Having worked her way into the Top 20 over the next two 
years she made another splash at Roland Garros in 2001, making 
it to the semifinals and putting fellow Belgian Kim Clijsters on the 
ropes before falling. A few weeks later at Wimbledon she snapped 
Jennifer Capriati's Grand Slam win streak en route to the first of 
her 11 Grand Slam finals, finishing runner-up to Venus Williams. 
Having begun the 2001 season at No.45, she finished it at No.7. 
     With the exception of a seven-month lay-off between Septem-
ber 2004 and March 2005 due to a combination of illness and 
injury, Henin produced her best tennis between 2002 and 2007, 
collecting seven Grand Slam titles (four French Opens, one Austra-
lian Open and two US Opens), Olympic gold in Athens and another 
27 Tour titles. She was at her best in 2007, capturing 10 titles 
(including Roland Garros, the US Open and season-ending Sony 
Ericsson Championships) and becoming the first woman in tennis 
history to earn over $5 million in a single season. At 25 years old, 
the Belgian was breaking records left, right and center. 
     By anyone else's standards, the beginning of 2008 was strong. 
Henin collected titles at Sydney and Antwerp, and though she was 
suffering some uncharacteristic losses - such as a 64 60 defeat to 
Maria Sharapova in the quarterfinals of the Australian Open and a 
62 60 loss to Serena Williams in the same round of Miami - by 

history alone it seemed as though she would spring back into the 
spotlight during the clay court season, where she had always 
thrived. But a week after a shock three set loss to Dinara Safina in 
the round of 16 of Rome - and whilst celebrating her 61st straight 
week as the No.1 player, and 117th overall - she would find herself 
under a much different spotlight, announcing her retirement. 
     “This is the end of a child's dream,” Henin declared. “This is a 
definitive decision. Those who know me know it is serious. I 
thought long about this. I started thinking about it late last year. I 
was at the end of the road. I leave with my head held high.” 
     Henin will likely be remembered most for her on-court brilliance, 
but she also championed several off-court endeavors, including 
Justine's Winners' Circle, her charity to help children with cancer, 
and more recently her own tennis academy. She overcame per-
sonal struggles, such as her mother's passing and the dissolution 
of her marriage later on; but she had some strong support off the 
court, including from Rodríguez, and last year she made a much-
publicized reconciliation with her previously-estranged family. 
     Henin will be remembered by some as incredibly talented, in-
credibly driven and incredibly successful. And as the first player in 
Tour history to retire while ranked No.1 in the world, she may be 
remembered by some as incredibly complex, as someone who 
always followed her own calling. But what's indisputible is that 
everyone will remember her as just plain incredible. 

Both inspired and inspiring, Henin was one of the true gems of women’s tennis, and it was clear from the start 
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QUOTES OF THE WEEK 
“The depth of the Top 10 is quite high. There are a lot of girls that 
have a chance to be No.1 at the end of the year. The interesting 
thing about it is a lot of the players have different styles. It makes 
for good rivalries and entertainment, and it's good for the sport. In 
men's tennis, the Top 3 right now are kind of ahead of the game. 
In women's tennis the Top 10, especially the Top 5, is quite open.” 
Maria Sharapova on the depth of women’s tennis at the moment, 
during an interview in Rome prior to Justine Henin’s retirement. 
 
“I don't spend my money. I don't like shopping very much. Yes, for 
a girl I guess it's strange, but it's the truth. Maybe later if I want to 
buy a flat or something, even a car, I'll have the money. I usually 
think about the future and don't really spend it now.” 
French teenager Alizé Cornet, on how she spends her winnings 
from her budding career on the Sony Ericsson WTA Tour. 
 
“I just have to motivate myself and stay positive. This year I had a 
couple of good draws but I didn't really take my opportunities. So I 
have to stay concentrated and believe in myself.” 
Anna Chakvetadze, after beating Tsvetana Pironkova to reach her 
second career Sony Ericsson WTA Tour semifinal on clay, having 
gone that far at Warsaw just over two years ago. She was coming 
off early round losses in her first three clay court events of 2008. 

WIN OF THE WEEK 
(Q) Tsvetana Pironkova (BUL #64) d. 
(1) Ana Ivanovic (SRB #3) 64 57 62 
Second Round, Internazionali BNL d’Italia (Rome) 

PHOTOS OF THE WEEK: Rome 

Anna Chakvetadze and Jelena Jankovic were treated 
to a Whirlpool hair and make-up session as part of a 
compilation of lifestyle tips from top players.  
© Getty Images 

Italian star Flavia Pennetta came ready to coach the 
next generation of Italian players at a tennis clinic at 
the Foro Italico on the first day of the tournament. 
© Getty Images 

Chan Yung-Jan and Chuang Chia-Jung held up their 
trophies after capturing the Internazionali BNL d’Italia 
doubles title on Sunday, their second title of the year. 
© Getty Images 

Justine Henin comforted her lifelong coach, Carlos 
Rodríguez, who struggled to express his emotions 
during the Belgian’s retirement press conference. 
© AFP / Getty Images 

The Colosseum played host to a game of tennis on 
the Sunday before the tournament, pitting Amélie 
Mauresmo of France against Italy’s Flavia Pennetta. 
© Sony Ericsson 

Jelena Jankovic ran out of a hotel lobby and past a 
bellman during the Superhero commercial shoot just 
before the tournament began last weekend. 
© Getty Images 

Nine of the Top 10 seeds won second round matches at the Inter-
nazionali BNL d'Italia on the Wednesday of the tournament, and it 
was the most unlikely one who didn't make it through, as top seed 
Ana Ivanovic was stunned by qualifier Tsvetana Pironkova. Ivanovic 
took on the inspired No.64-ranked Pironkova in what was her 
opening match and was broken seven times - including three times 
in the third set - en route to the 64 57 62 second round stunner. 
     “I made lots of errors today,” Ivanovic said. “I felt pretty flat out 
there. I struggled to find my rhythm, my fight and my intensity, and 
that obviously caused a lot of errors. I'm really disappointed.” 
     “It's one of the best matches I've ever played,” said Pironkova, 
whose win over the world No.3 was her second Top 10 win, fol-
lowing an upset of Venus Williams at the 2006 Australian Open. “I 
don't think she was very sure with her game. I just tried to put the 
ball deep in the court, and I did a good job with that strategy.”    

HONORABLE MENTIONS 
(Q) Alizé Cornet (FRA #34) d. (6) Anna Chakvetadze (RUS #8) 36 
64 63 (Rome Semifinals): She notched her first career Top 10 win 
earlier in the week over Svetlana Kuznetsova, and she earned an-
other one on Semifinal Saturday against Anna Chakvetadze, com-
ing back from a set and 3-0 down en route to a three set triumph. 
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* No.2 all-time for both men and women, after John McEnroe’s 270 

* The all-time record for most weeks at No.1 for both men and women 

Steffi Graf 
Martina Navratilova 
Chris Evert 
Martina Hingis 
Monica Seles 
Justine Henin 
Lindsay Davenport  
Serena Williams 
Amélie Mauresmo 
Tracy Austin 
Kim Clijsters 
Jennifer Capriati 
Maria Sharapova 
Arantxa Sánchez-Vicario 
Venus Williams 
Evonne Goolagong 

*377 weeks 
332 weeks 
260 weeks 
209 weeks 
178 weeks 
117 weeks 

98 weeks 
57 weeks 
39 weeks 

 21 weeks 
19 weeks 
17 weeks 
15 weeks 
12 weeks 
11 weeks 

2 weeks 

17 August 1987 
10 July 1978 

3 November 1975 
31 March 1997 
11 March 1991 

20 October 2003 
12 October 1998 

8 July 2002 
13 September 2004 

7 April 1980 
11 August 2003 

15 October 2001 
22 August 2005 
6 February 1995 

25 February 2002 
26 April 1976 

Henin retires, Sharapova returns to No.1 

After Justine Henin became the first player to retire ranked No.1, 
Maria Sharapova assumes the top spot for a 15th non-consecutive 
week. She first rose to No.1 for the week of August 22-28, 2005, 
then spent six more weeks there between September 12 and Oc-
tober 23, 2005. After losing it to Lindsay Davenport and seeing it 
change hands to Kim Clijsters, Amélie Mauresmo and Henin, she 
regained it for another seven weeks from January 29 to March 18, 
2007. She lost it again to Henin but now regains it from her. 
     Cara Black spent her first 16 weeks at No.1 in doubles between 
October 17, 2005 and February 5, 2006. She spent two more be-
tween June 11 and 24, 2007, and began her third stint on July 9, 
2007. This week she earns her 46th straight (64th total, one away 
from Ruano Pascual, No.9 all-time) week at No.1. Liezel Huber 
became the 22nd to reach No.1 in doubles at the end of 2007, 
and this week spends her 27th straight (and total) week on top. 

No.1 SINGLES RANKING HOLDERS 

 WEEKS AT NO.1 

No.1 DOUBLES RANKING HOLDERS 

Martina Navratilova 
Natasha Zvereva 
Lisa Raymond 
Arantxa Sánchez-Vicario 
Paola Suárez 
Gigi Fernandez 
Helena Sukova 
Jana Novotna 
Virginia Ruano Pascual 
Cara Black 
Samantha Stosur 
Pam Shriver 
Ai Sugiyama 
Martina Hingis 
Lindsay Davenport 
Liezel Huber 
Julie Halard-Decugis 
Anna Kournikova 
Corina Morariu 
Kim Clijsters 
Larisa Neiland 
Rennae Stubbs 

*237 weeks 
124 weeks 
117 weeks 
111 weeks 

87 weeks 
80 weeks 
68 weeks 
67 weeks 
65 weeks 

 64 weeks 
61 weeks 
48 weeks 
45 weeks 
35 weeks 
32 weeks 
27 weeks 
14 weeks 
10 weeks 

7 weeks 
4 weeks 
4 weeks 
3 weeks 

10 September 1984 
7 October 1991 

12 June 2000 
19 October 1992 

9 September 2002 
4 March 1991 

5 February 1990 
27 August 1990 

8 September 2003 
17 October 2005 
6 February 2006 
18 March 1985 

23 October 2000 
8 June 1998 

20 October 1997 
12 November 2007 

11 September 2000 
22 November 1999 

3 April 2000 
4 August 2003 

27 January 1992 
21 August 2000 

Sharapova returns to No.1; Cornet surges into Top 20 
Notable singles ranking movers the week of May 19, 2008: 

 RANKING MOVERS 

Maria Sharapova (RUS)                                               No.2 to No.1 
Return to No.1; returns to pinnacle of world rankings after Henin 
announces immediate retirement; had returned to No.2 just a week 
earlier, her first time in Top 2 since last year’s US Open fortnight; 
now, begins 15th non-consecutive week as world’s No.1 player 
 
Alizé Cornet (FRA)                                                   No.34 to No.20 
Career Top 30 and Top 20 debut; cracks two new ranking classes 
after reaching first career Tier I final at Rome; was one spot out of 
main draw so made it through qualifying, then ousted two seeds 
(first two career Top 10 wins) en route to final, falling to Jankovic 
 
Elena Vesnina (RUS)                                                No.45 to No.40 
Career Top 40 debut; debuts in new ranking class despite opening 
round exit at Rome; one of nine Russians inside world’s Top 40 
 
Tsvetana Pironkova (BUL)                                       No.64 to No.47 
Career Top 50 debut; blows past previous career-high of No.62, 
which she achieved in November 2006, after reaching first Tier I 
quarterfinal at Rome; notched second career Top 10 win en route 
over Ivanovic, eventually falling to Chakvetadze in three sets 
 
Monica Niculescu (ROU)                                       No.111 to No.86 
Career Top 100 debut; debuts in new ranking class after second 
round finish at Tier I event in Rome as qualifier, falling to Azarenka 
 
Anne Keothavong (GBR)                                       No.104 to No.97 
Career Top 100 debut; debuts in new ranking class shortly after 
winning second ITF Circuit singles title of year, at $50K level 

WITHDRAWALS 

Strasbourg 

Daniela Hantuchova (SVK)  Right heel stress fracture 
Kaia Kanepi (EST)   Fatigue 
Angelique Kerber (GER)  Wrist injury 
Yvonne Meusburger (AUT)  Shoulder injury 
Anastasia Pivovarova (RUS)  Back injury 
Meghann Shaughnessy (USA) Left knee injury 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
 

Best wishes to those celebrating birthdays this week: 
  

 Lucie Hradecka (CZE)   May 21, 1985 
 Varvara Lepchenko (USA)  May 21, 1986 
 Tamarine Tanasugarn (THA)  May 24, 1977 
 Mariya Koryttseva (UKR)  May 25, 1985 

Istanbul 

Tathiana Garbin (ITA)  Right Achilles injury 
Tatiana Golovin (FRA)  Back injury 
Karin Knapp (ITA)   Left foot injury 
Sania Mirza (IND)   Right wrist injury 
Shahar Peer (ISR)   Right shoulder injury 
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2008 SONY ERICSSON WTA TOUR BY THE NUMBERS 
(as of May 19, 2008) 

2008 SONY ERICSSON WTA TOUR FINALS 
(as of May 19, 2008) 

Week of         Tier Tournament  Singles final Doubles final 
DECEMBER 31 
Gold Coast-AUS         III $175,000 Mondial Australian Women’s Hardcourts (HO) Li d. Azarenka 46 63 64 (3) Safina / Szavay d. (2) Yan / Zheng 61 62 
Auckland-NZL         IV $145,000 ASB Classic (HO)  Davenport d. Rezai 62 62 Koryttseva / Osterloh d. Müller / Zahlavova Strycova 63 64 
JANUARY 7 
Sydney-AUS         II $600,000 Medibank International (HO)  (1) Henin d. (2) Kuznetsova 46 62 64 Yan / Zheng d. Perebiynis / Poutchek 64 76(5) 
Hobart-AUS         IV $170,000 Moorilla Hobart International (HO)  Daniilidou d. (2) Zvonareva w/o (2) Medina Garrigues / Ruano Pascual d. Daniilidou / Woehr 62 64 
JANUARY 14 
Melbourne-AUS         GS A$20,600,000 Australian Open (HO)  (5) Sharapova d. (4) Ivanovic 75 63 Bondarenko / Bondarenko d. (12) Azarenka / Peer 26 61 64 
JANUARY 28 
Fed Cup I          No Sony Ericsson WTA Tour events 
FEBRUARY 4 
Paris-FRA         II $600,000 Open Gaz de France (HI)  (1) Chakvetadze d. (7) Szavay 63 26 62 (3) Bondarenko / Bondarenko d. Hrdinova / Uhlirova 61 64 
Pattaya City-THA         IV $170,000 Pattaya Women’s Open (HO)  (1) A.Radwanska d. (7) Craybas 62 16 76(4) (1) Chan / Chuang d. (2) Hsieh / King 64 63 
FEBRUARY 11 
Antwerp-BEL         II $600,000 Proximus Diamond Games (HI)  (1) Henin d. Knapp 63 63 (1) Black / Huber d. (2) Peschke / Sugiyama 61 63 
Viña del Mar-CHI         III $200,000 Cachantun Cup (RCO)  (1) Pennetta d. (8) Zakopalova 64 54 ret. Dekmeijere / Rosolska d. Koryttseva / Schruff 75 63 
FEBRUARY 18 
Doha-QAT         I $2,500,000 Qatar Total Open (HI)  (4) Sharapova d. Zvonareva 61 26 60 (3) Peschke / Stubbs d. (1) Black / Huber 61 57 107 
Bogotá-COL         III $185,000 Copa Colsanitas Santander (RCO)  (Q) Llagostera Vives d. Salerni 60 64 (1) Benesova / Mattek d. (4) Kostanic Tosic / Müller 63 63 
FEBRUARY 25 
Dubai-UAE         II $1,500,000 Barclays Dubai Tennis Champ’s (HO)  (8) Dementieva d. (2) Kuznetsova 46 63 62 (1) Black / Huber d. Yan / Zheng 75 62 
Memphis, TN-USA         III $180,000 RMK Champ’s & Cellular South Cup (HI)  (4) Davenport d. (5) Govortsova 62 61 (3) Davenport / Raymond d. Haynes / Washington 63 61 
Acapulco-MEX         III $175,000 Abierto Mexicano TELCEL pr. HSBC (RCO)  (1) Pennetta d. (2) Cornet 60 46 61 Llagostera Vives / Martínez Sán. d. Benesova / Cetkovska 62 64 
MARCH 3 
Bangalore-IND         II $600,000 Canara Bank Bangalore Open (HO)  (3) S.Williams d. (4) Schnyder 75 63 (3) Peng / T.Sun d. (1) Chan / Chuang 64 57 108 
MARCH 10 
Indian Wells, CA-USA         I $2,100,000 Pacific Life Open (HO)  (1) Ivanovic d. (2) Kuznetsova 64 63 Safina / Vesnina d. (3) Yan / Zheng 61 16 108 
MARCH 24 
Miami, FL-USA         I $3,770,000 Sony Ericsson Open (HO)  (8) S.Williams d. (4) Jankovic 61 57 63 (2) Srebotnik / Sugiyama d. (1) Black / Huber 75 46 103 
APRIL 7 
Amelia Island, FL-USA         I $600,000 Bausch & Lomb Championships (GCO)  (1) Sharapova d. Cibulkova 76(7) 63 Mattek / Uhlirova d. Azarenka / Vesnina 63 61 
APRIL 14 
Charleston, SC-USA         I $1,340,000 Family Circle Cup (GCO)  (5) S.Williams d. (9) Zvonareva 64 36 63 (2) Srebotnik / Sugiyama d. Gallovits / Govortsova 62 62 
Estoril-POR         IV $145,000 Estoril Open (RCO)  (2) Kirilenko d. Benesova 64 62 (1) Kirilenko / Pennetta d. Jugic-Salkic / Senoglu 64 64 
APRIL 21 
Fed Cup II          No Sony Ericsson WTA Tour events 
APRIL 28 
Prague-CZE         IV $145,000 ECM Prague Open (RCO)  (1) Zvonareva d. (3) Azarenka 76(2) 62 Hlavackova / Hradecka d. (4) Craybas / Krajicek 16 63 106 
Fès-MAR         IV $145,000 GP de SAR La Princesse Lalla Meryem (RCO) (2) Dulko d. (1) Medina Garrigues 76(2) 76(5)  Cirstea / Pavlyuchenkova d. (3) Kleybanova / Makarova 62 62 
MAY 5 
Berlin-GER         I $1,340,000 Qatar Telecom German Open (RCO)  (13) Safina d. (7) Dementieva 36 62 62 (1) Black / Huber d. Llagostera Vives / Martínez Sán. 36 62 102 
MAY 12 
Rome-ITA         I $1,340,000 Internazionali BNL d’Italia (RCO)  (4) Jankovic d. (Q) Cornet 62 62 (5) Chan / Chuang d. Benesova / Husarova 76(5) 63 

Singles winners by seed 
No.1 (9) Chakvetadze (Paris [Indoors]), Henin (Sydney, Antwerp), Ivanovic (Indian Wells), 
 Pennetta (Viña del Mar, Acapulco), Radwanska (Pattaya City), Sharapova (Amelia Island), 
 Zvonareva (Prague) 
No.2 (2) Dulko (Fès), Kirilenko (Estoril) 
No.3 (1) S.Williams (Bangalore) 
No.4 (3) Davenport (Memphis), Jankovic (Rome), Sharapova (Doha) 
No.5 (2) Sharapova (Australian Open), S.Williams (Charleston) 
No.8 (2) Dementieva (Dubai), S.Williams (Miami) 
No.13 (1) Safina (Berlin) 
Unseeded (3) Daniilidou (Hobart), Davenport (Auckland), Li (Gold Coast) 
Qualifier (1) Llagostera Vives (Bogotá) 
 
Winners / Runners-up by seed 
No.1 (9-1)  No.2 (2-5) No.3 (1-1) 
No.4 (3-3)  No.5 (2-1) No.7 (0-3) 
No.8 (2-1)  No.9 (0-1) No.13 (1-0) 
Unseeded (3-7) Qualifier (1-1) 
 
Winners / Runners-up by country (2007 - players from 25 countries won titles) 
Argentina 1-1 Belarus 0-3 Belgium  2-0  China 1-0 
Czech Rep. 0-2 France 0-3 Greece  1-0  Hungary 0-1 
Italy 2-1 Poland 1-0 Russia  8-7  Serbia 2-2 
Slovakia 0-1 Spain 1-1 Switzerland 0-1  USA  5-1 
 
Most singles titles (2007 - 10 - Henin) 
3 - Sharapova (Australian Open, Doha, Amelia Island), S.Williams (Bangalore, Miami, Charleston) 
 
Most doubles titles (2007 - 9 - Black, Huber) 
3 - Black, Huber (Antwerp, Dubai, Berlin) 
 
Singles and doubles titles at same event - 2 times (2007 - 1 time) 
Davenport (Memphis), Kirilenko (Estoril) 

Longest singles match win streak (2007 - 25 and ongoing - Henin) 
32 - Henin (Won Toronto, US Open, Stuttgart, Zürich, Madrid, Sydney - l. in Australian Open QF) 
 
Lowest-ranked player to win a singles title (2007 - No.234 Davenport - Bali) 
Llagostera Vives (No.114 - Bogotá) 
 
Most games played in one match (singles) - 38 (2007 - 39 - King vs. Cibulkova) 
(3) Jankovic d. Paszek 26 62 1210 (Australian Open 1r) 
(Q) Kleybanova d. Peng 75 46 97 (Australian Open 1r) 
(1) Sharapova d. (15) Medina Garrigues 76(3) 57 76(1) (Amelia Island 3r) 
 
Fewest games lost in winning singles title (2007 - 20 - Hingis, A.Radwanska) 
18 - Davenport (Memphis) 
 
Youngest and oldest singles winners 
A.Radwanska - 18 yrs., 11 mos., 4 d. (Pattaya City) 
Davenport - 31 yrs., 8 mo., 22 d. (Memphis) 
 
Longest tie-break (singles) (2007 - 17-15 - Medina Garrigues vs. Rezai) 
12-10 - Safarova (CZE) d. (WC) Molik (AUS) 76(2) 76(10) (Sydney 1r) 
 
Match points saved en route to title - 2 times (2007 - 12 times) 
1 - A.Radwanska d. Craybas 62 16 76(4) (Pattaya City final - saved 1mp down 6-5 third set) 
1 - S.Williams d. V.Williams 63 36 76(4) (Bangalore SF - saved 1mp down 6-5 third set) 
 
‘Double Bagels’ (60 60) - 3 times (2007 - 13 times) 
Dechy d. (Q) Nakamura (Miami 1r) 
(2) Sharapova d. (WC) Mattek (Charleston 2r) 
(4) Srebotnik d. Meusburger (Prague 1r) 
(Q) Kleybanova d. Govortsova (Berlin 1r) 
 
No.1 vs. No.2 seeds in singles final - 4 times (2007 - 7 times) 
(1) Henin d. (2) Kuznetsova 46 62 64 (Sydney) 
(1) Pennetta d. (2) Cornet 60 46 61 (Acapulco) 
(1) Ivanovic d. (2) Kuznetsova 64 63 (Indian Wells) 
(2) Dulko d. (1) Medina Garrigues 76(2) 76(5) (Fès) 
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Istanbul, Turkey 
May 19-24, 2008 
http://www.istanbulcup.com/ 

Tier Level: Tier III 
Field Size: 30M / 32Q / 16D 
Venue: TEM Otoyolu Atisalani Mevkii 
Surface: Red Clay / Outdoors 
 

Singles   W   F   SF QF R16 R30 
$ 30,500   16,450   8,840 4,745 2,550 1,370 
Points 140   100   65  35  20  1 
 

On-site Sony Ericsson WTA Tour Communications Staff 
Kevin Fischer (kfischer@wtatour.com) 
Tel:       +90.212.438.37.71 
Fax:       +90.212.438.37.19 
Results:       +90.212.438.37.72 / 09 
 

2007 Singles Final: 
(2) Elena Dementieva (RUS) d. Aravane Rezai (FRA) 7-6(5) 3-0 ret. 
 

2007 Doubles Final: 
Agnieszka Radwanska / Urszula Radwanska (POL/POL) d. 
(1) Chan Yung-Jan / Sania Mirza (TPE/IND) 6-1 6-3 
 

2008 Singles Seeds:  
1. Elena Dementieva (RUS) 
2. Agnieszka Radwanska (POL) 
3. Nadia Petrova (RUS) 
4. Olga Govortsova (BLR) 
5. Sofia Arvidsson (SWE) 
6. Akgul Amanmuradova (UZB) 
7. Jill Craybas (USA) 
8. Tsvetana Pironkova (BUL) 

THIS WEEK ON THE SONY ERICSSON WTA TOUR 

UPCOMING WEEKS ON THE SONY ERICSSON WTA TOUR 
Upcoming Tournaments Upcoming Schedules - Top 20 

Player Scheduled to play 
  1. Maria Sharapova Roland Garros, Eastbourne 
  2. Ana Ivanovic Roland Garros, Eastbourne 
  3. Jelena Jankovic Roland Garros, Birmingham 
  4. Svetlana Kuznetsova Roland Garros 
  5. Serena Williams Roland Garros 
  6. Anna Chakvetadze Roland Garros, ‘s-Hertogenbosch 
  7. Elena Dementieva Roland Garros, ‘s-Hertogenbosch 
  8. Venus Williams Roland Garros 
  9. Marion Bartoli Roland Garros, Birmingham, Eastbourne 
10. Daniela Hantuchova Roland Garros, ‘s-Hertogenbosch 
11. Patty Schnyder Roland Garros 
12. Vera Zvonareva Roland Garros, Birmingham, Eastbourne 
13. Agnes Szavay Roland Garros 
14. Dinara Safina Roland Garros, Birmingham, ‘s-Hert’sch 
15. Agnieszka Radwanska Roland Garros, Birmingham, Eastbourne 
16. Nicole Vaidisova Roland Garros, Eastbourne 
17. Victoria Azarenka Roland Garros, Birmingham, Eastbourne 
18. Shahar Peer Roland Garros, Eastbourne 
19. Francesca Schiavone Roland Garros, ‘s-Hertogenbosch 
20. Alizé Cornet Roland Garros, Barcelona, Eastbourne 
 

24. Amélie Mauresmo Roland Garros, Eastbourne 
26. Lindsay Davenport Roland Garros, Eastbourne 

Strasbourg, France 
May 19-24, 2008 
http://www.internationaux-de-strasbourg.com/ 

$175,000 Internationaux de Strasbourg 

Tier Level: Tier III 
Field Size: 30M / 32Q / 16D 
Venue: Ligue d’Alsace de Tennis 
Surface: Red Clay / Outdoors 
 

Singles   W   F   SF QF R16 R30 
$ 28,000   15,000   7,730 4,270 2,260 1,340 
Points 140   100   65  35  20  1 
 

On-site Sony Ericsson WTA Tour Communications Staff 
Vani Vosburgh (vvosburgh@wtatour.com) 
Tel:       +33.3.88.26.95.79 
Results:       +33.3.88.27.96.84 
 
 

2007 Singles Final: 
(6) A. Medina Garrigues (ESP) d. (1) Amélie Mauresmo (FRA) 6-4 4-6 6-4 
 

2007 Doubles Final: 
(1) Yan Zi / Zheng Jie (CHN/CHN) d. 
(4) Alicia Molik / Sun Tiantian (AUS/CHN) 6-3 6-4 
 

2008 Singles Seeds:  
1. Marion Bartoli (FRA) 
2. Alona Bondarenko (UKR) 
3. Virginie Razzano (FRA) 
4. Flavia Pennetta (ITA) 
5. Katarina Srebotnik (SLO) 
6. Anabel Medina Garrigues (ESP) 
7. Ai Sugiyama (JPN) 
8. Yan Zi (CHN) 

 

 
Weeks of May 26 and June 2 
 $TBA Roland Garros (Grand Slam) 
 Paris, France (Red Clay / Outdoors) 
 

Week of June 9 
 $200,000 DFS Classic (Tier III) 
 Birmingham, UK (Grass / Outdoors) 
 $145,000 Torneo Barcelona KIA (Tier IV) 
 Barcelona, Spain (Red Clay / Outdoors) 
 

Week of June 16 
 $600,000 International Women’s Open (Tier II) 
 Eastbourne, UK (Grass / Outdoors) 
 $175,000 Ordina Open (Tier III) 
 ’s-Hertogenbosch, Netherlands (Grass / Outdoors) 
 

Weeks of June 23 and June 30 
 $TBA Wimbledon (Grand Slam) 
 London, UK (Grass / Outdoors) 

 

$200,000 Istanbul Cup 

http://www.istanbulcup.com/
http://www.internationaux-de-strasbourg.com/
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2008 YEAR-TO-DATE PRIZE MONEY LEADERS 
As of May 19, 2008 

    Standings                                                   Singles              Doubles           Mixed         Total US$ 

  1  MARIA SHARAPOVA            RUS   1,798,751           0           0      1,798,751 
  2  SERENA WILLIAMS            USA   1,077,235      25,458           0      1,102,693 
  3  JELENA JANKOVIC            SRB   1,063,540      13,058           0      1,076,598  
  4  ANA IVANOVIC               SRB   1,074,680           0           0      1,074,680 
  5  SVETLANA KUZNETSOVA        RUS     586,976      24,274           0        611,250  
  6  VERA ZVONAREVA             RUS     578,808      20,446           0        599,254  
  7  ELENA DEMENTIEVA           RUS     577,318           0           0        577,318 
  8  JUSTINE HENIN              BEL     458,470           0           0        458,470 
  9  DINARA SAFINA              RUS     372,051      77,861           0        449,912 
 10  DANIELA HANTUCHOVA         SVK     386,085      35,558           0        421,643 
 11  AGNIESZKA RADWANSKA        POL     384,200      31,750           0        415,950 
 12  ALONA BONDARENKO           UKR     131,429     224,225           0        355,654  
 13  AI SUGIYAMA                JPN     149,931     189,559           0        339,490 
 14  VENUS WILLIAMS             USA     298,785      29,643           0        328,428 
 15  VICTORIA AZARENKA          BLR     175,181     143,735       1,599        320,515 
 16  KATARINA SREBOTNIK         SLO     145,131     173,556           0        318,687 
 17  ANNA CHAKVETADZE           RUS     291,956       4,991           0        296,947 
 18  KATERYNA BONDARENKO        UKR      68,396     223,185           0        291,581 
 19  SHAHAR PEER                ISR     147,641     133,317           0        280,958 
 20  ALIZÉ CORNET               FRA     235,584       4,006           0        239,590 

2008 RACE TO THE SONY ERICSSON CHAMPIONSHIPS 
As of May 19, 2008 (after 24 tournaments) 

** Top 8 singles players and Top 4 doubles teams qualify ** 

 1  MARIA SHARAPOVA         RUS 2255 
 2  JELENA JANKOVIC         SRB 2055 
 3  SERENA WILLIAMS         USA 1675 
 4  ANA IVANOVIC            SRB 1671  
 5  VERA ZVONAREVA          RUS 1322 
 6  SVETLANA KUZNETSOVA     RUS 1230 
 7  ELENA DEMENTIEVA        RUS 1186 
 8  AGNIESZKA RADWANSKA     POL  922 
 9  ALIZÉ CORNET            FRA  834 
10  DINARA SAFINA           RUS  833 
11  DANIELA HANTUCHOVA      SVK  786 
12  ANNA CHAKVETADZE        RUS  720 
13  PATTY SCHNYDER          SUI  693 
14  VENUS WILLIAMS          USA  676 
15  VICTORIA AZARENKA       BLR  652 
16  LINDSAY DAVENPORT       USA  625 
17  LI NA                   CHN  565 
18  AGNES SZAVAY            HUN  557 
19  DOMINIKA CIBULKOVA      SVK  549 
20  FLAVIA PENNETTA         ITA  546 
21  CAROLINE WOZNIACKI      DEN  540 
22  KATARINA SREBOTNIK      SLO  472 
23  AMÉLIE MAURESMO         FRA  465 
24  SHAHAR PEER             ISR  461 
25  FRANCESCA SCHIAVONE     ITA  457 

Singles Points Doubles Team Points 
 1  BLACK / HUBER                            2372 
 2  BONDARENKO / BONDARENKO                  1755 
 3  CHAN / CHUANG                            1566 
 4  PESCHKE / STUBBS                         1496 
 5  YAN / ZHENG                              1493 
 6  SREBOTNIK / SUGIYAMA                     1441 
 7  AZARENKA / PEER                          1155 
 8  MEDINA GARRIGUES / RUANO PASCUAL          978 
 9  PENG / T.SUN                              799 
10  SAFINA / VESNINA                          575 
11  LLAGOSTERA VIVES / MARTÍNEZ SÁNCHEZ       510 
12  POUTCHEK / RODIONOVA                      398 
13  SAFINA / SZAVAY                           390 
14  AZARENKA / VESNINA                        385 
15  MATTEK / UHLIROVA                         335 
16  WILLIAMS / WILLIAMS                       320 
17  JI / S.SUN                                309 
18  BENESOVA / HUSAROVA                       301 
19  GALLOVITS / GOVORTSOVA                    300 
20  KUZNETSOVA / MAURESMO                     281 
21  DAVENPORT / HANTUCHOVA                    265 
22  HUSAROVA / PENNETTA                       250 
23  LIKHOVTSEVA / RAYMOND                     236 
24  KOSTANIC TOSIC / MÜLLER                   227 
25  GRANVILLE / UHLIROVA                      210 



 NOTES & NETCORDS | THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE SONY ERICSSON WTA TOUR 

 Volume 32, Issue 18        |        May 19, 2008        |        www.sonyericssonwtatour.com  Page 8 

Notes & Netcords 
 

© 2008, Sony Ericsson WTA Tour, Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

Editor: John Berkok (jberkok@wtatour.com) 
 

Notes & Netcords is produced by the Communications Department of the 
Sony Ericsson WTA Tour. 
 

Vice President, Communications   Andrew Walker 
Director, Communications   Amy Binder 
Director, Content    Roger Gatchalian 
Director, Broadcast Media   Anne Hartman 
Director, Media Relations   Raquel Martin 
Director, Marketing & Advertising   Melanie McGeough 
Director, Communications (Europe)  Ben Wyatt 
Senior Manager, Communications & Publications Gina Clement 
Senior Manager, Communications   John Dolan 
Senior Manager, Communications   Dorothee Kurz 
Manager, Communications & Statistics  Vani Vosburgh 
Manager, Communications   Kevin Fischer 
Manager, Communications   Roberta Casalino 
Manager, Website & Publications   John Berkok 

 

SONY ERICSSON WTA TOUR 
 

CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS EUROPEAN HEADQUARTERS 
One Progress Plaza Palliser House 
Suite 1500 Palliser Road 
St. Petersburg, FL, 33701 London, W14 9EB 
USA United Kingdom 
t: +1.727.895.5000 t: +44.20.8392.4760 
f: +1.727.894.1982 f: +44.20.8392.4765 

2008 TOUR CALENDAR 
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31 December 
7 January 
14 January 
21 January 
28 January 
4 February 
11 February 
18 February 
25 February 
3 March 
10 March 
17 March 
24 March 
31 March 
7 April 
14 April 
21 April 
28 April 
5 May 
12 May 
19 May 
26 May 
2 June 
9 June 
16 June 
23 June 
30 June 
7 July 
14 July 
21 July 
28 July 
4 August 
11 August 
18 August 
25 August 
1 September 
8 September 
15 September 
22 September 
29 September 
6 October 
13 October 
20 October 
27 October 
3 November 

Gold Coast (III) / Auckland (IV) 
Sydney (II) / Hobart (IV) 
Australian Open (Grand Slam) 
Australian Open (Grand Slam) 
Fed Cup I 
Paris [Indoors] (II) / Pattaya City (IV) 
Antwerp (II) / Viña del Mar (III) 
Doha (I) / Bogotá (III) 
Dubai (II) / Memphis (III) / Acapulco (III) 
Bangalore (II) 
Indian Wells (I) 
Indian Wells (I) 
Miami (I) 
Miami (I) 
Amelia Island (II) 
Charleston (I) / Estoril (IV) 
Fed Cup II 
Fes (IV) / Prague (IV) 
Berlin (I) 
Rome (I) 
Strasbourg (III) / Istanbul (III) 
Roland Garros (Grand Slam) 
Roland Garros (Grand Slam) 
Birmingham (III) / Barcelona (IV) 
Eastbourne (II) / ’s-Hertogenbosch (III) 
Wimbledon (Grand Slam) 
Wimbledon (Grand Slam) 
Budapest (III) / Palermo (IV) 
Stanford (II) / Bad Gastein (III) 
Los Angeles (II) / Portoroz (IV) 
Montréal (I) / Stockholm (IV) 
 
Cincinnati (III) / Olympics (starts 10 August)  
New Haven (II) / Forest Hills (IV) 
US Open (Grand Slam) 
US Open (Grand Slam) 
Bali (III) / Fed Cup Final 
Tokyo [Pan Pacific] (I) / Guangzhou (III) 
Beijing (II) / Seoul (IV) 
Stuttgart (II) / Tokyo [Japan Open] (III) / Tashkent (IV) 
Moscow (I) / Kolkata (III) 
Zürich (I) 
Linz (II) / Luxembourg (III) 
Québec City (III) 
Sony Ericsson Championships (SEC) 

Sony Ericsson 
Worldwide Title Sponsor 

Title Sponsor, 
Tour Championships 

Whirlpool Europe 
Premier Sponsor 

Europe 

Dubai Duty Free 
Premier Sponsor 

Middle East / Asia Pacific 

SONY ERICSSON WTA TOUR RANKING POINTS 
ADDED / NEXT TO DROP 

Added May 19, 2008: 
WTA Rome-ITA (I) 
ITF/Kurume-JPN (50K) 
ITF/Saint-Gaudens-FRA (50K) 
ITF/Antalya-Manavgat-TUR (25K) 
ITF/Changwon-KOR (25K) 
ITF/Florence-ITA (25K) 
ITF/Irapuato-MEX (25K) 
ITF/Buenos Aires-ARG (10K) 
ITF/Edinburgh-GBR (10K) 
ITF/Michalovce-SVK (10K) 
ITF/Mostar-BIH (10K) 
ITF/Tarakan-INA (10K) 
ITF/Trivandrum-IND (10K) 

* Tier level for Sony Ericsson WTA Tour events indicated by Roman numeral in parentheses 
* Prize money totals for ITF Women’s Circuit events in parentheses 

ITF/Vic-ESP (10K) 
 
Coming off May 26, 2008: 
WTA Strasbourg-FRA (III) 
WTA Istanbul-TUR (III) 
ITF/Antalya-Ali Bey 3-TUR (25K) 
ITF/Changwon-KOR (25K) 
ITF/Gran Canaria 2-ESP (25K) 
ITF/P. B. Gardens, FL-USA (25K) 
ITF/Trivandrum-IND (25K) 
ITF/Balikpapan-INA (10K) 
ITF/Caserta-ITA (10K) 
ITF/Córdoba 2-ARG (10K) 
ITF/Galati-ROU (10K) 

ITF/Irapuato-MEX (10K) 
ITF/Michalovce-SVK (10K) 


